
 

 

 

 

July 24, 2020 

 

Dear Cathedral Family,  

 

Allow this letter to serve as an update to the reopening plan of Cathedral Prep in September. 

Although the administration is still finalizing many of the details, we hope this letter brings a 

sense of comfort and confidence knowing that the administration is working diligently.  
 

Cathedral Prep has worked with a Reopening Task Force that includes members of the 

administration, faculty, parents, alumni and board members. The Task Force has spoken 

regularly to discuss the best policies and procedures that will keep each stakeholder safe, while 

maintaining a superior learning environment. Policies and procedures are based upon the 

requirements and recommendations issued by the State of New York, the Department of 

Education, and the Diocese of Brooklyn.  

 

Last week, surveys were sent out to all parents in order to gain important feedback. The feedback 

we received helped us to determine many policies and procedures. Although,the plans set forth 

herein cannot cover all concerns, please be assured that we will continue to visit them and plan 

accordingly.  
 

As of this moment, Cathedral Prep plans to open its building Monday through Friday with 

100% attendance for face-to-face instruction. However, we will continue to monitor 

guidelines issued by New York State and the Diocese, not only in September, but also 

throughout the year.   

 

Therefore, Cathedral Prep will be prepared for two possible scenarios:  

1) In-School Instruction 

2) Distance Learning:  

The program has been designed so that  a smooth transition can occur at any time from one 

learning model to the other.  

 

Our utmost priority is the health and safety of each member of the Cathedral Family. In turn, 

new protocols will be put in place starting in September: 
  

A) Health Checks: Cathedral will check the body temperature of each person entering the 

building. We have acquired a temperature scanner to ensure this is done in a safe, efficient and 

accurate manner.  If a temperature is over 99 degrees, the following procedure will occur:  

Adults: that person will not be allowed to proceed in the building.  

Student: will be placed in a separate but visible area so that they are social distanced but also safe 

and secure. They will wait to be picked up as per normal protocol.  

It is important for parents to screen for any signs or symptoms that their son may have. If he is 

showing any of the signs of sickness, especially related to this COVID-19 virus, HE MUST 

STAY HOME.  



 

 

 

 

B) Social Distance: Plans will be in place to maximize social distancing when possible.  
Classrooms have been reconfigured so to help with social distancing. Two additional Fraternities 

have been created to limit the size of classrooms. Classrooms have been set where no more than 

25 students will be in a room at any time. Each desk will be at least 5 ½ feet from the other. 

Physical barriers, and non-sharing workstations have been established in the media center. There 

will be an approximate 12ft social distancing rule during Physical Education classes.  A 

staggered schedule has been put in place so that students will not be changing classrooms at the 

same time. This will limit the amount of people in the hallways and walking up or down the 

stairs at a given moment. 
 

C) Health Hygiene: Each classroom will be provided with a hand sanitizer dispenser. These 

sanitizers will be placed throughout the building, including the entrance and 

hallways.  Separators have been placed in between urinals and sinks.  Students must always take 

their own personal hygiene very seriously.   
 

D. Face Covering:  All students/faculty members must wear an acceptable face covering. 

Acceptable face coverings for COVID-19 include but are not limited to cloth-based and surgical 

masks that cover both the mouth and nose.  
1. All students/faculty members must wear face coverings in common areas, such as 

classrooms, entrance/exit, hallways, locker room, gym, and bathrooms.  

2. It is recommended that all students wear a face covering when traveling to school, 

specifically when traveling on a bus or train. Please follow all State and Local health 

recommendations for everyone’s safety.  

We know that wearing a mask for the entire day is uncomfortable and can potentially cause 

sickness or other issues. This is one aspect of our policy still being reviewed and evaluated in 

light of requirements.  
 

E. Cleaning and Disinfecting:  Throughout the summer months the maintenance staff has been 

working to disinfect and clean all areas of the school.  A policy has been put in place already to 

keep the school sanitized.  A company has already been hired to engage in an approved “deep 

cleaning” of the school on a schedule that will ensure it is always a sanitized environment. 

Special effort has been given by the maintenance staff to clean and resurface all high-touch areas 

in the building such as handrails, doorknobs, etc.  
 

F. Communication:  Signs will be posted throughout the building reminding the Cathedral 

Family of the policies and procedures. In particular, social distancing signs have been placed on 

the floors throughout the building.  
 

G: Technology Resources: iPads will be distributed to each student for use in school and at 

home. These 1-to-1 devices will provide students with the opportunity to participate in learning 

and mastery in learning standards in both face-to-face and distance learning. This will also 

address the need of providing devices and internet access to all students. 
 

H. Spiritual Program: The Chapel will be open for private prayer. However, there will be signs  



 

 

 

 

 

indicating where students and faculty can sit in the pews.  

 

Mass: Mass will be celebrated each day morning at 8:05am in the gym. Students will be 

responsible for setting and cleaning their own chairs. Markers on the floor will be placed to 

indicate where to place the chairs so that social distancing can take place.  

Adoration: Two adoration periods will be scheduled on Thursday. 12:42pm Freshmen and 

Seniors; 1:24pm Sophomores and Juniors. During the adoration period one section (Vianney or 

Honors) will meet with Father Kuroly, Father Bethge, or Deacon Franco.  
 

I. Mental Health: Mrs. Codoluto, School Counselor, will continue to offer services for all 

students seeking help.  These services will always be available, whether under an in-building or 

distance learning model. 
 

J. Cafeteria:  As recommended, the cafeteria food services will be CLOSED until further notice. 

Students must bring their own lunch and drink. Students are prohibited to share food and 

beverages with others.  
 

As mentioned, there are still many details that need to be finalized.  The administration and the 

Reopening Task Force will be in collaboration during the upcoming weeks. We promise our 

constant and transparent communication as we approach September. If you have any concerns or 

questions, please feel free to contact us. We encourage you to visit our website 

www.cathedralprep.org and our social media often for updates to the plan and visuals.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

The Administration 

 

http://www.cathedralprep.org/

