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The Current Wins Big at The Tablet’s High School Press Awards 
 

       
 

On May 4, 2018, The Current, as well as seven other high school newspaper staffs from the Diocese of Brooklyn, met at the 

Chancery in Prospect Park for the 2018 Tablet High School Press Awards. The ceremony was led by Melissa Enaje, a reporter and 

youth editor for The Tablet, and the guest speaker was Paul Moses, a journalist and author with over 20 years of experience in writing 

and editing. The Current is happy to announce that the event was successful and the staff won four awards. Andrew Chalmers won 3rd 

Place for “Best Editorial Cartoon,” Joseph Foley won 2nd Place for “Best Op-Ed,” John Schilling won the “Roger Payne Memorial 

Award for Best Column,” and The Current came in 3rd Place for “General Excellence.” Congratulations to all for a job well done and 

thank you to the student body for your continued support! 

 

Crusaders Shine in Annie at TMLA 
By: John Schilling 

 

On April 14th and 15th, four of Cathedral's finest Crusaders performed in the Genesians' Spring 

Show at The Mary Louis Academy. This year the production was Annie, a classic work of theatre that 

originated on Broadway in 1977. Seniors Patrice Legoute (Rooster Hannigan/Wacky), Peter Muñoz 

(Morgenthau/Ensemble), and Cian Walsh (Bundles/Drake), as well as Sophomore Thomas Daudelin 

(Oliver Warbucks) all performed in the show and represented Cathedral Prep with the utmost respect 

and professionalism (yes, even Patrice). Each of them joined the show back in late December/early 

January and often rushed after school a few days each week to rehearse and prepare their craft, which 

each of them translated beautifully onto the stage. When asked about the experience, the gentlemen had 

the following to say:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monsignor Garcia Visits Cathedral Prep 
By: Robert Mestrandrea 

 

On Wednesday, March 28,  Msgr. Otto Garcia, pastor of St. Joan of Arc, visited 

Cathedral Prep to talk about Holy Week and his priesthood. This was our last school day 

before we were sent off for Spring Break, making it the annual Holy Day of Prayer and 

Reflection. We started off our day with Mass, celebrated by Fr. Fonti, and then heard a talk 

from Msgr. Garcia. Monsignor explained each day in Holy Week and helped us understand 

the importance of what we are celebrating. Monsignor also spoke about his close relationship 

with Fr. Fonti, whom he has known since Fr. Fonti was a student at Cathedral. After Msgr. 

Garcia‟s talk, he led The Prep in “Cathedral Prep‟s Stations of The Cross”. After Stations of 

the Cross, we were sent off to enjoy Spring Break and respite.  

     THE CURRENT 

“It was a very challenging experience but I am thankful that I was tested and that things worked 

out fine.”—Patrice Legoute  

“I think the play was an overall success and a great experience for everyone involved as well as the 

great friends that came to see the show.”—Cian Walsh 

“What play?”—Peter Muñoz 

“It was very fantastic. Everyone was great. Theatre is a very time-consuming experience, but I 

have no regrets.”—Thomas Daudelin 
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Cathedral Prep Honors Prestigious Alumni at Immaculata Dinner 
By: John Schilling 

 

On April 21, Cathedral Prep celebrated the 20th Annual 

Immaculata Awards and Dinner. The honorees for this year were 

Mr. Bob Podzius, '70, and Fr. Kevin Sweeney, '88. In their 

speeches, both of them reminisced and reflected on their days at 

the Prep and how it molded who they are today. In addition, the 

classes of 1968 and 1993 were honored for their 50th 

Anniversary and 25th Anniversary, respectively. After Mass with 

Bishop Sanchez, the event was underway and nearly 150 gathered 

to celebrate years of brotherhood. A fun time was had by all. 
 

The Seniors Go On Last Retreat Together 
By: Fernando Ronconi 

Senior retreat was a time to remember—from playing to praying, we did it all. We arrived at Huntington full of excitement and 

anticipation for the days to come. Upon getting to our assigned rooms and settling down, we took to exploring the land for the first 

time since a year and a half before. That day we had about four hours to enjoy each other's company before we convened for evening 

prayer, dinner, and a conference. The next day we went had breakfast at 8 AM, followed by morning prayer, a conference, and Mass. 

After Mass we had lunch and then we had about five hours of recreational time. We spent this time doing anything from watching 

movies in someone‟s room to playing sports in the gym. Some of the adventurous among us might even have gone outside, but it had 

rained and the weather was murky so most of the day was spent indoors. At 4:30 we had Eucharistic Adoration, which was beautiful. 

We had the chance to sit down and pray, getting closer to our Lord just as we had been getting closer to our brothers just a little while 

before. Fr. Fonti gave us a chance to kneel and pray directly before the Blessed Sacrament, which was also a beautiful experience. 

After having this chance to relax and thank the Lord for all that He has done for us, we got to eat a delicious dinner. A conference 

followed, where we were joined by two special guests: Fr. Bethge and Fr. Lee. Fr. Bethge gave a great talk, which we had the chance 

to discuss afterward. After that, we waited until 9 PM, when Fr. Fonti told us pizza would arrive. We then spent time together until 

midnight, which was our curfew. The next day was mainly spent together as a class. We had breakfast and then a conference with Fr. 

Fonti. Being the last day of the retreat, we spent most of the rest of our time outside and taking pictures as a class and within our 

friend groups. Then at noon, it was time to say goodbye to Huntington and go back to Cathedral. 

The senior retreat for the class of 2018 was truly brilliant; 

we got to grow in brotherhood and friendship as a class. People 

who normally never talked to each other were enjoying themselves 

together, and people who always spend time together also grew 

closer to each other. We had fun playing sports, watching movies, 

and just talking with each other. This wasn‟t the only purpose of the 

retreat though— we also had the chance to grow closer to God, 

learn more about our spiritualties, and prepare for our futures in 

college. This retreat will definitely be remembered by our class and 

hopefully the bond we strengthened on this retreat will help keep us 

together in the future.  

 

The Play’s the Thing: Stages on the Sound Visits Cathedral Prep 
By: Sebastian Rosas 

     

Shakespeare is a GENIUS, and his works never disappoint. This was true with Twelfth Night, a comedy written by 

Shakespeare in the early 1600s, which was brought to life at the Prep on Wednesday, May 2nd, 2018. The performance was courtesy 

of Stages on the Sound, who had performed Macbeth for the students at Cathedral last year. This time around, however, they took a 

very interesting angle when teaching us the play. During every English class, students would go down to the gymnasium, where "they" 

(students) would teach the play to their classmates by acting certain scenes out like the professionals would. This definitely helped a 

lot, as many of us weren't familiar with that particular Shakespearean work. Thanks to this "class," we were able to learn the basic plot 

of this comedy in a different, more engaging manner. Now, for the actual performance, let's just say it greatly surpassed the students' 

amateur attempts at acting. It was GREAT. The actors and producers at Stages on the Sound have a great admiration for Shakespeare 

and his works, and this was seen in the way they brought this play to life. The great acting made this complex plot easy to follow as 

we traveled with twins Olivia and Sebastian through the Kingdom of Illyria. Funny and entertaining, with the performers adding a 

touch of their uniqueness to the mix, this rendering of Twelfth Night would make Shakespeare himself proud.  
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The Ski Trip 2018: A Memorable Adventure 
By: Eryk Baginski 

 

March is the month that most students look forward to because 

they can go on an unforgettable adventure on the slopes. Students had 

to meet at the school gym at roughly 5:00 AM to wait for the coach 

bus to arrive. Everyone was dressed in warm coats and snow pants; 

ready for the cold winter day ahead. The bus arrived at 5:30 and all 

the students quickly found themselves a comfortable spot. Everyone 

was full of ecstasy and excitement and could not wait to hit the slopes. 

Cool Runnings, a movie about a Jamaican bobsled team, played 

during the bus ride to kill time. We got to our destination by 8:30 and 

some of us went to the lodge to rent out skis, ski poles and a helmet, 

while others who had their skis headed straight for the slopes. 

Everyone quickly geared up and was on their way to the mountain top. Those who were novices, or who wanted to take it easy, started 

off with the green trails which were the easiest and least challenging slopes. Intermediate skiers went to the blue trails which where 

longer and more challenging but equally as fun and exciting. And those who were bold and brave enough went on the single and 

double black diamond trails which were located at the summit and were the steepest, longest and hardest trails on the whole ski resort. 

At the summit, there were also two blue trails that required skill and precision to overcome. Ski lifts were located at various parts of 

the mountain and the newly added gondola lift helped skiers reach the top of the mountain in a shorter amount of time. After hours of 

intense skiing, students gathered back at the lodge for lunch and to warm themselves up before embarking on another venture. There 

were only a few hours left, so students had to use their time wisely if they wanted to explore every trail that the resort had to offer. 

After another session of skiing, it was time for the students to return back to the bus. Cold and tired, the Cathedral group said their 

goodbyes to the ski resort; marking the end of another successful ski trip. We departed the Belleayre Ski Resort at around 4:00 PM. On 

the way back, we watched the humorous Simpsons Movie. It was a marvelous experience, where we got to interact with our Cathedral 

brothers and create unforgettable memories that will last forever. 

 

Preview: The Congress Elections 
By: Thomas Daudelin 

 

As the school year 

winds down and students 

throughout the country long for 

their upcoming summer 

vacations, the campaigning 

season begins to kick off. On 

November 6th, the most 

important elections since the 

election of the incumbent 

president two years ago will 

take place. In the elections, all 

seats of the House of Representatives, as well as 33 seats in the 

Senate, and 39 gubernatorial races, will be up for grabs as the 

GOP and Democrats square up toe to toe in a crucial fight for 

control of our Republic‟s legislative bodies. 

Many Democratic strategists predict resentment towards 

President Trump will lead to a Blue Wave. As a result, many 

Republican congressmen and senators have announced they 

won‟t stand for reelection because of this, including Speaker of 

the House Paul Ryan, whose Wisconsin 1st District is now a 

target seat for Democratic planners. Closer to home, the 

Democrats are aiming on setting the might of their seeming 

electoral triumph on nearby 

Republican held seats in Staten 

Island (NY-11) and Poughkeepsie 

(NY-19). If the Democratic Party 

can snatch these seats, they will be 

two steps closer to their 23 seats 

needed to get a majority in the 

House. Whilst it is an uphill battle 

for the Democrats, it is still yet to 

be seen whether their hopes will 

come to fruition. 

However, the Republicans cite the president‟s new tax 

cuts and his pushes towards peace with North Korean dictator 

Kim Jong-Un as proof that his administration is deserving of the 

support of Congress. They are hoping to maintain or expand 

their control in both of the Houses of Congress. In the Senate, 

the Republican majority is paper-thin, with a 51-49 tilt in favor 

of Mitch McConnell‟s Republicans. In the House, a Republican 

majority is more feasible but it is still going to be a tough fight. 

Regardless of who wins out in these elections, these are 

certainly exciting times for our democracy and serve once again 

as a testament to the strength of the American political system. 

  

The United States Mourns the Death of Barbara Bush 
By: Robert Mestrandrea 

 

On April 17, our country was saddened to hear of the passing of former First Lady, Barbara Bush. 

Barbara Bush was the wife of the 41st President of the United States, George H.W. Bush. The Former 

First Lady was known for helping young disadvantaged children read through the Barbara Bush 

Foundation for Family Literacy. She was also known to be the second woman in U.S. history to be both a 

wife and mother of a U.S. president. She also served as Second Lady when her husband served as Vice 

President under Ronald Reagan‟s terms as President. Barbara Bush leaves behind her husband, children, 

and grandchildren. The “Class Act” Former First Lady will be remembered and greatly missed. 
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Page 4                                 Volume V, May 2018                     The Current 

 

Journey to Greatness 5.0 
By: Sebastian Rosas 

 

Hello, Gents. So, by now you're all experts on the power of daily habits 

and why they are so effective. If not, believe me: Repeated action leads 

to great success. That is the way of life: nothing worthwhile is achieved 

without putting in the work for it, and the more consistent you are with 

practicing good daily habits, the more powerful the results. So, now I 

will share with you the absolute most powerful actions you can begin 

doing TODAY, and which, I PROMISE you, will change your life. It 

doesn't hurt to try, and takes minimal time from your day, so I invite 

you to try doing the following every day for two weeks, and see the 

results.  

 

Do you ever feel down, sad, worried, anxious, or scared? Do all these emotions have you trapped and make you feel powerless 

to stop them? Well, guess what? They are all in your mind, and completely under your control. Yes, you can actually control 

all of those bad emotions that attack you, and begin to live your life how YOU want to. How? Three simple habits. 

1. RELAX AND RELEASE: Stop being a slave to your emotions and your thoughts. Our mind is extremely powerful and sophisticated, 

and it can either work for us, or we work for it. You are in control of your life, of what you think and how you feel. You cannot live in 

your head, and you don't have to listen to the eternal chatter in your mind. You have to train it to focus on what you want it to focus 

(meditation 10 min a day), but you must also learn to silence it. This, gentlemen, is done by what I call R&R, relax and release. 

Whenever any bad, self-deprecating thought comes in, or someone insults you or hurts your ego, all you must do is relax and release. 

When you receive the insult or your mind is overwhelming you with fears and sadness, immediately relax your body. Un-tense all 

your muscles, and just close your eyes. Then, begin to breathe deeply, in through your nose and out through your mouth. Imagine all 

of that black, negative energy leaving your body with each and every breath, and continue like this until you get it all out of your 

system.  

 

2. AFFIRMATIONS: Believe me when I tell you, affirmations are a sure, proven way to change your life and your perspectives on it. 

When you hear something repeatedly, it is psychologically proven that your mind will eventually believe it. Well, affirmations are 

simply positive phrases you repeat to yourself every day. The best way to do this is to download the app "1000 Positive Affirmations," 

and to pick a few categories that you would like to improve in your life. Then, in front of a mirror, look yourself straight in the eyes 

and, in a confident voice, repeat the affirmations to yourself. Do this for 5-10 minutes every day, no more than that, and if you can 

visualize yourself living out those affirmations while repeating them, even better. Do this for a week, consistently, and notice the 

change for yourself.  

 

3. GRATITUDE JOURNAL: Do you want to feel confident all day long, and wake up every morning looking forward to the new day? 

Well, Entrepreneur Jason Capital teaches a way to do just that. The premise is simple, every night, right before you go to sleep, write 

down three things that occurred that day which you were grateful for and which made you feel happy. If you get into the habit of 

doing this, your perspective on life will change, as you will go to sleep and wake up every day in a state of gratitude, and looking for 

more opportunities to feel that happiness again.  

 

2017-2018 Track Season Off to a Strong Start 
By: Kevin Plut     

 

    The Cathedral Prep Track 

and Field Team had our first 

meet on Monday, April 23rd. 

We competed at the Catholic 

High School Athletic 

Association (CHSAA) Weight 

and Novice Intersectional 

Championship. With an earlier 

Easter than normal, and a consequently earlier Spring Break, the 

Track and Field Team had a later start. But that only meant that 

we could arrive in better shape. After very graciously being 

allowed to dress in our warm-ups for the school day, the team 

drove over to Icahn Stadium on Randall‟s Island. 

Accompanying the team were Fr. Bethge and Mr. Quinn, who 

showed their support of both the team and the sport itself.  

Upon arrival, we made our way to our seats and were 

told which events we would be competing in by Mr. Medina. 

Going next door to stretch and warm-up before each event, the 

team members all demonstrated a great level of independence 

and responsibility. The three freshmen (Alexander Chen, Jaden 

Cosme, and Matthew Martinez) did a fine job and were able to 

hold their own in their races, all three competing in sprints. (For 

reference‟s sake, one lap is 400 meters while one mile is four 

laps.) All three competed in the 100m and 200m sprints. This is 

especially significant since it was their first high school track 

and field meet. 

The sophomores (Aaron DeLeon, Alexander Lomas, and 

Jason Samuels) and juniors (Peter Brancale, Frank Oliva, 

Francis Wisniewski, official spokesperson and representative of 

the team Rafael Silva, and I) did rather well, too. Our 

experience from the prior year helped us in our efforts and we 

all ran good times, especially for the beginning of the season. 

Aaron ran the 400m dash with Rafael, getting a time of 1:02.65 

and 1:12.05 respectively. Aaron also ran an 800m race with 

Francis. Though in different races, both ran the same event. 

Alexander Lomas and I ran the extremely long 3,200m race, or 

two miles, with Alex running 11:27.66 while I ran 12:12.44. 

Jason Samuels also ran. 

The only and the best senior on the team, Daniel Berhan, 

did not compete by himself. Rather, he ran the last leg of the 

Sprint Medley Relay (SMR), that being an 800m. He did so in 

2:11 and helped Alex, Peter, and Frank get an overall time of 

4:05.51. Alex ran a 400m for the first leg with Peter and Frank 

running the middle two legs, those being 200m.  

The considerably better half of the Track and Field 

Team and the entire throwing team is Junior Jonathan “Desil” 

DeSilvistri. Competing alone in the Novice Boys Shot Put 

Finals, Desil threw an impressive high of 32ft 3.50in. He placed 

seventh out of 31 total throwers in his event, doing quite well 

for his first meet of the season. Overall, this first meet served as 

a strong start for the season and the remainder looks to be a 

good one. 
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John’s Reel Reviews—Avengers: Infinity War (No Major Spoilers) 
By: John Schilling 

 

Arguably the most anticipated movie of the year, Marvel's Avengers: Infinity War hit theaters April 27. Directed by the Russo 

brothers, the film is preceded by 18 films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe that each gives the backstory to the heroes and villains in 

some way, making this blockbuster nearly 10 years in the making. As expected, this film had a lot to prove and while it will easily go 

down as one of Marvel's best, it does contain some imperfections and begs the question: Did the film bite off more than it could chew? 

 

Infinity 

War focuses on 

the Avengers and 

their fight against 

Thanos, an 

ambitious entity 

from the galaxy 

with the goal of 

restoring order 

and ruling the 

world. Since his 

first appearance 

in Guardians of 

the Galaxy 

(2014), fans have 

been desperately 

waiting for 

Thanos to stir up 

some trouble for 

the Avengers, 

setting the stakes really high. Not to mention, this is the first 

film that nearly all the Avengers, as well as the Guardians of the 

Galaxy, have appeared together on screen with the exception of 

Ant-Man, who has his own movie coming out in July, and 

Hawkeye, who is now a retired family man. The Avengers in 

this film include the classic heroes like Iron Man, Captain 

America, and Thor, as well as newcomers like Spider-Man, 

Doctor Strange, and Black Panther, allowing the 18 preceding 

films to come full circle in this one.  

Right off the bat, the highest praise the film and its 

creators deserve can be attributed to the bravery in decisions 

made regarding the plot and general story. Today, films seem to 

tease a great climax and approach many lines that they never 

actually cross. Unlike these films, Infinity War approaches 

many lines and crosses them completely without hesitation. 

While this might be a risky decision, it's where the film 

succeeds the most as the action, emotion, and humor is very raw 

and enjoyable. Essentially, this film from the start to the end is 

one big climax with no real sense of relief or resolution. 

Granted, the content of this film is larger than reality, but what 

makes this film real is the idea of actions having consequences. 

Often, filmmakers have the advantage in that they can write 

convenient plot lines to give a film that happy ending or 

whatever it needs to succeed under the idea of suspending 

disbelief. To its advantage and with great credit to Marvel and 

the Russo brothers, Infinity War strays away from this and 

manages to tell a very real story, which ironically contains 

genocidal aliens and superheroes. Brilliant! 

The cast of this film was very extraordinary to say the 

least. The stars of this film are easily Robert Downey Jr. 

(Ironman) and Chris Hemsworth (Thor), who each arguably 

have the most spotlight and best one-liners than any of the other 

Avengers. Some other worthy mentions would include Chris 

Evans (Captain America), Benedict Cumberbatch (Doctor 

Strange), and Tom Holland (Spider-Man), who all shine in this 

film and are essential in stopping Thanos' genocidal vendetta. 

With that being said, Josh Brolin as Thanos is what really keeps 

the audience engaged in this film, since his screen presence 

automatically demands the attention of the audience in an 

intimidating way. As a result, Thanos shines in this film and is 

easily the best villain the Marvel Cinematic Universe has seen 

yet. This is not because he's the most powerful/threatening, but 

because while his actions might be evil his motivation certainly 

isn't and in some sick, twisted way, the audience can somehow 

understand and even appreciate what he's trying to accomplish. 

Marvel has made this a very prominent theme with villains in its 

recent films, such as Erik Killmonger in Black Panther or 

even  Zemo in Captain America: Civil War, and while it's very 

different from what someone may expect from a villain, it's very 

refreshing and helps to maintain the interest of the audience. 

As mentioned earlier, Infinity War does arguably contain 

some flaws. For the most part, these flaws fall under character 

development. There are many times throughout the film that it 

feels overcrowded. This can be expected with the endless heroes 

present in the film, but it seems to be more noticeable than it 

should be. Because of this, the film often struggles to balance 

character screen time. For example, there seems to be an excess 

amount of scenes with the Guardians of the Galaxy and not 

nearly enough with the other Avengers, namely Black Panther. 

One could argue that this could be due to the importance of each 

character, but at the same time, it's very noticeable when these 

characters are not present and can certainly leave audiences 

disappointed, especially with all the hype surrounding all the 

characters being in the film. In addition, the characters in this 

film seem to act somewhat different from how we've seen them 

act in past films. This is most likely do to different writers, but it 

could prove to be a major issue for continuity and authenticity. 

For example, one particular character in this film makes a 

similar mistake he had made in a past film that he probably 

would have learned from. Granted, it doesn't affect this film that 

badly, but that's something that definitely could have.  

One thing I would be remiss if I did not mention is the 

film's ending. Without giving it away, the best way it can be 

described is that it fulfills the promise fans were teased with of a 

major life and death situation. This had led to a lot of 

speculation and predictions before its release, but Marvel and 

the Russo brothers are successfully able to surprise the audience 

anyway. This is not because the ending is so unpredictable, but 

because it takes risks and goes to where a Marvel movie or 

arguably any movie in general has gone before. The only 

problem that comes with this is that wonder in the back of your 

mind regarding whether or not they made the right decision. 

With a sequel set for May 2019, it seems like only time will tell. 

Overall, Marvel's Avengers: Infinity War is a fun time 

and one of the best films of the year so far. While it does 

contain some minor flaws here and there, as well as some 

questionable decisions, it is nonetheless a very enjoyable film 

that leaves the audience wanting more. In the end, Avengers: 

Infinity War may have bitten off more than it could chew, but it 

most certainly did not choke.  
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Is the NRA Evil? 
By: Joseph Foley 

 

 
 

In the wake of the recent school shooting in Parkland Florida, a certain demonization of the National Rifle 

Association has re-emerged.  The reason I say re-emerged is because this demonization always arises following a Mass 

shooting or school shooting such as Sandy Hook in 2012, and Las Vegas in 2017.  The criticisms of the NRA are targeted at 

its association with firearm companies and its efforts in regard to lobbying and campaign donations.  

 

If we take a look at the recent CNN town hall which 

hosted students from the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 

School, Senators Marco Rubio and Bill Nelson, 

Representative Ted Deutch, and Dana Loesch of the NRA, 

we can see blatant attacks.   

“Cameron Kasky, a junior at the school, asked 

Rubio to turn down campaign contributions from the 

National Rifle Association.  Broward County Sheriff Scott 

Israel interrupted Loesch, saying he knew she was standing 

up for the NRA." But you just told this group you were 

standing up for them (the students)," he said. "You're not 

standing up for them until you say I want less weapons." 

Now to evaluate these claims I would like to stay as 

factual as possible because in reality I might have a 

particular bias on this issue considering I am a member of 

the NRA, and I have been since 2015.  I would say I am 

rather normal in relation to my peers and would definitely 

not consider myself a murderer as one of the parents of 

student referred to a member and representative of the 

NRA, Dana Loesch, as being one.  Currently according to 

the NRA there are 5 million members, some might call that 

statistically significant. It is definitely false to say that 5 

million Americans are murderers, or rather are content with 

these horrendous shootings. 

  According to Business Insider, “Since 2005, the 

gun industry and its corporate allies have given between 

$20 million and $52.6 million through the NRA Ring of 

Freedom sponsor program. Donors include firearm 

companies like MidwayUSA, Springfield Armory Inc., 

Pierce Bullet Seal Target Systems, and Beretta USA 

Corporation. Other supporters from the gun industry 

include Cabela's, Sturm Ruger & Co, and Smith & 

Wesson. The NRA also made $20.9 million — about 10 

percent of its revenue — from selling advertising to 

industry companies marketing products in its many 

publications in 2010, according to the IRS Form 990.”  

Now immediately after hearing this many will jump 

to the conclusion that the NRA is run by the firearm 

companies, but what is often omitted is the significance 

that the NRA holds with the gun market.  Again they have 

over 5 million members, which is a very appealing thing to 

manufacturers and salesmen of firearms because they have 

implied interest in the market as being a member of the 

NRA.  

Now to talk of the legislative history and bearing the 

NRA has had.  The NRA formed its Legislative Affairs 

Division following the 1934 National Firearms Act (NFA) 

which was the first federal gun-control law passed in the 

U.S.   

In 1934 NRA President Karl Frederick testified 

during a Congressional hearing: "I have never believed in 

the general practice of carrying weapons. I seldom carry 

one. ... I do not believe in the general promiscuous toting 

of guns. I think it should be sharply restricted and only 

under licenses."  

The NRA supported both the NFA and the Gun 

Control Act of 1968, which as a result created a system to 

federally license gun dealers and regulate particular 

categories and classes of firearms such as Fully-Automatic 

weapons, which have been illegal since 1934.  

It is chilling to me, knowing such details about the 

NRA, that people could make such broad claims about the 

5 million Americans who are members, as well as the 

claims about gun owners in general which encompasses 

nearly ⅓ of the total U.S population.   

The right to preservation is inalienable and 

removing the ability to do such would be a violation of 

freedom and an act of tyranny.  It is almost humorous to 

me because the actual provided reason for the Second 

Amendment as written by James Madison in Federalist 

Paper No. 46, is to protect from a government which 

violates the rights of man.  The criticism to that is always 

“do you really believe your government will take your 

rights?”, and the answer is yes. It is evident by removing 

the right to preservation that our government seeks to over 

flex its power and it is our right to check that power. 

 

Please note: The views expressed are those of Mr. Foley, not necessarily 

those of The Current. Readers are invited to respond to Mr. Foley’s article 

by submitting their own opinion to The Current. Email articles or letters to 

current@cathedralprep.org to submit any writing for consideration. 

http://home.nra.org/pdf/CORP_BROCHURE_FINAL.pdf
http://home.nra.org/pdf/CORP_BROCHURE_FINAL.pdf
http://www.businessinsider.com/blackboard/target
http://990s.foundationcenter.org/990_pdf_archive/530/530116130/530116130_201012_990O.pdf
http://990s.foundationcenter.org/990_pdf_archive/530/530116130/530116130_201012_990O.pdf
mailto:current@cathedralprep.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYqLSZqvDaAhUCJt8KHYV-Cs0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2018/02/22/gun-town-hall-marco-rubio-nra-money-sot.cnn&psig=AOvVaw0oKO9Ts1XRlgECwVnKj4Me&ust=1525670104647113
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How E-Cigarettes Affect Your Health 
By: Jan Bierowiec 

 

Earlier this year, the students of Cathedral Prep had a lesson about vaporizers and e-cigarettes: what they are, 

how are they used, how they affect us when we use them; if we use them, and should they be used in general or if 

they should be illegal. 

Vaporizers or e-cigarettes are devices that heat a liquid into aerosol that the user inhales. This liquid may 

contain nicotine, marijuana, and other substances that addict humans and negatively affect the human body. These 

vaporizers/e-cigarettes, as we have learned, can come in different sizes and shapes as well as styles coming in 

forms such as a thick pen, stylus, or even a flash drive, not to draw attention to adults or guardians of teenagers 

who may not know what their children are doing. Although stores cannot sell any nicotine or vaping items to 

people under 18, students in many schools get these devices online, through family members, and sometimes in 

stores which break the law. Students who vape often are unaware of what chemicals are being used in these 

vaporizers and e-cigarettes and do it because it looks cool. These vaporizers, however, cause a lot of harm to 

individuals as the smoking pen can explode in individuals‟ mouths when they are smoking, or when they have 

them in their pockets, causing sometimes second degree burns. 

These vaporizers and e-cigarettes can also lead to behavior risks and addiction. Vaporizers can affect the 

brain by how they distract brain development and can change how synapses are formed. Individuals can become 

addicted to vaporizers, which can lead to brain risks. These 

vaporizers can also cause mood disorders and permanent 

lowering of impulse control. Addiction can lead to harming 

parts of the brain that control both attention and learning. 

Aerosol is also a problem in e-cigarettes as it contains chemicals 

such as nicotine, ultrafine particles, diacetyl; all which can 

cause lung disease. 

All of this useful information was provided by Mrs. 

Christa Codoluto who cares about the Cathedral Prep 

community and wants us to be safe from the risks that surround 

us. 

 

In Defense of the Status Quo: A Rebuttal to Gracchus, the Fool 
By: Charles Martel and Carolus Beatus 

 

With regards to that mongoloid Gracchus‟ political stance, it is the pride of youth 

that engulfs his mind in the futility of political revolution. In order for the student body 

to thrive, we need not the flash of a new political order, based loosely, and likely just as 

ineffective, as it was as it stood. Nay, in order to change our conditions, we must apply 

pressure to where we are bleeding out. It would be silly to get an amputation and a 

prosthetic when a simple bandage would see us far better off.  

The headmen may not be a perfect system, „tis true, but those who would dare 

critique the system should focus first, with more than a little rumination, on that ancient and flawed system which was 

replaced: the Student Leadership Council. Must we recall the corruption and malfeasance which we, the lower house, 

endured during that hard time? There was that party, that infamous pizza party: wherein those leaders indulged in pizza. The 

cause of our distress? That those invited to the pizza party were arbitrarily appointed. Thus while our leadership feasted, we 

fasted in class. So it became, from thence on, that we ought to disband the council. However, it was not done, for a while. 

But when the leadership council was disbanded for want of leaders of promise: What cries did we hear?! “This is 

undemocratic! What an outrage!” Well, they were just as ineffective as those we had elected. Did we get Spirit WEEK 

back?! NO! Did we get any of those promises made, in this regime or the last?! NO! 

And so, dear reader, we can see that it does not matter whether or not we vote. Voting is merely a ritual which the 

gods of politics have us orchestrate from time to time: it holds no weight. We are merely a vessel into which elected 

officials might cast their courage. But, thank the pope, WE HAVE ABANDONED DEMOCRACY! We are free from those 

chains we tightened around ourselves. We said once: We are free! We have elected our officials! But what did we get: zilch.  

Enjoy your freedom. Our government is divinely appointed: selected by the Rector and Principal, representations of 

God and Man, we need not fear. They are only as useless as we let them be. 

 

God Save the Pope. 
 

Disclaimer: The Current in no way, shape or form responsible for the wrath of Charles Martel or Carolus Beatus. 

Please note: The views expressed are those of Mr. Martel and Mr. Beatus, not necessarily those of The Current. 

Readers are invited to respond to the article by submitting their own opinion to The Current. Email articles or 

letters to current@cathedralprep.org to submit any writing for consideration. 
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     Andrew’s Amazing Art (a.k.a. AAA) By: Andrew Chalmers                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Help the Seniors Get to Graduation on Time! 
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LOVE GURU #5 
By: Christopher Pham 

 

 
__________________________________ 

 

1. Are you from McDonalds? 

 Because I’m loving it 

 

2. What did the little boat say to the yacht? 

            Can I interest you in a little row-mance? 

 

3. Ever want to cuddle with your girlfriend? 

           Then realize you don't have one. 

 

4. Is your name Wi-Fi? 

           Because I'm feeling a connection. 

 
“
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 

boast, it is not proud.
 
It does not dishonor others, it is not 

self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 

truth.
 
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

always perseveres.”  

 

-1 Corinthians 13:4-7  

 

 
 

Congratulations!  
 

     

Congratulations to Sebastian Rosas and  
Adam Zajkowski, who were announced as 

Valedictorian and Salutatorian, respectively! 
Good Luck and Do Us Proud! 

 
-The Current 

 

 


