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THE CURRENT 

Cathedral Crusaders Take on Track and Field 
By Sebastian Rosas 

 
Members of the Track and Field team have been saying “Bro, I'm so tired,” and “Three more laps 

to go guys, we can do this!” Yes, the workouts are tough, and we usually have to run every day after 
school. As exhausting as it may be, we know and have seen the success that comes from working hard and 
staying determined to succeed on the track. As the first Track and Field team in several years at Cathedral 
Prep, Coaches Medina and Morales are working to help us give the most this first season.  

On a chilly Wednesday during Easter Break, the Cathedral Track and Field team had its second 
meet at Icahn Stadium. Cathedral Prep’s running events for that day were various relay races, with 
varying distances for each racer to run. For those who don't know, a relay race is an event in which there 
is usually a four-person team, with each member running a specific distance while carrying a baton. As 
the person nears the end of his run, the next member of his team gets in position to receive this baton and 
to run whatever distance was assigned to him.  

So it went like this for most of the morning, watching the other schools from the Diocese of 
Brooklyn racing, and cheering for our runners when it was their turn to take to the track.  

That day the Cathedral Prep track team had many great races, with some of our runners getting 
personal records in their runs. The records were for Freshmen Kevin Plut and Anthony Camastro, as well 
as Senior Kelvin Garcia. Not only that, but Cathedral also won a race, getting 1st place thanks to an 
amazing effort by Sophomores Daniel Berhan and Emmanuel Ambroise, as well as Seniors Stephen 
Barbaro and Daniel Goncalves. It was a great day for all of us, and the work we had been putting in the 
weeks before was visible on the track.  
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Race for Delegates Becomes Controversial 
By Aidan Birth 

 
As the primary season is getting closer to the party conventions, the race for delegates is getting more 

complicated on both sides. Candidates are claiming that their fellow competitors are gaining unfair 
advantages in the race to the nomination. 
 On the Democratic side, the issue has been “Super delegates,” which are unelected delegates that are 
free to support any candidate. However, it is assumed this election cycle that Clinton will get all the super 
delegates. This is why the Democratic delegate count shows Clinton ahead of Sanders by several hundred 
delegates. Clinton has several hundred more super delegates than Sanders, and the race would be a lot closer 
without the super delegates. Sanders still insists that he will have a chance when he gets to the Democratic 
convention in July. 
 There are still several months until the party conventions, with the race for delegates already very 
controversial it can only continue to get more intense. 
 

 

 
Cathedral Prep is the New Black 

By Anthony Santagata 
 
Recently, the school administration has decided on new uniforms from Land’s End. There are many reasons 
why these new uniforms are better, but I am just going to list some below. 

1. More Variety—With the new uniforms, we have more choices to make as to what we can wear. 
There are now different fabrics available as a gym shirt, as opposed to only cotton offered by Flynn 
O’Hara. Polo shirts are also offered in new material, and some of the school sweaters produced by 
Land’s End have a zipper. 

2. Better Quality—Thankfully, we will no longer see school sweaters or shirts with holes in them. This 
is because Land’s End guarantees that their product will not rip, and if it does you can send it back 
and get a good sweater in return. Also many students have already seen the material used for the polo 
(similar to the Student Leadership Council’s polo) and have found it to be a better material that is 
more comfortable to wear, especially in hot weather. 

3. School Spirit—These new uniforms also show some school spirit. They show school spirit because 
they have Cathedral’s new, popular school color—black. Polos and gym attire will now be offered in 
black, instead of the white and blue.  
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American Idol Sings Its Swan Song 
By Nicholas Telesco 

  
 American Idol was a show like none other. At one point, Idol was a cultural phenomenon and was the 
number one television show for nearly a decade. The show, however, began a quick decline when many 
viewers, including myself, left after head judge and creator Simon Cowell left. Since then, Idol struggled 
with finding good judges and contestants. The judges, who have ranged from Jennifer Lopez and Nicki 
Minaj to Steven Tyler and Keith Urban, seemed too concerned with being nice or creating drama rather than 
offering feedback. The contestants weren’t the stars of the show either as Idol struggled to find talented and 
different contestants. The winners also became more predictable from seasons 7-14. 

Despite these problems, many people, including myself, had to watch the final American Idol show 
ever. The finale focused more on celebrating Idol’s legacy than the two finalists. Idol certainly excelled in 
this as it brought back both superstars and forgotten contestants. The finale saw mash-ups of songs with 
contestants from different seasons and all different genres of music. Original judges Paula Abdul and Randy 
Jackson made an appearance, along with the “surprise” return of Simon Cowell. The crowning of the winner, 
however, was more of an afterthought, if anything. The two finalists were a white guy with a guitar and a 
talented African American mother and domestic violence survivor. Instead of showing how Idol has 
presented a second chance to many contestants who have had tough times, the show went the predictable 
route and crowned Trent Harmon as the winner. 

Even though Harmon may be the winner, it is unlikely he will ever see success. In recent seasons, 
Idol has struggled to deliver break out artists. It doesn’t matter though, as Idol has already produced many 
successful stars and has established its legacy. Winners, like Clarkson and Underwood, have achieved 
stardom, while Jordin Sparks, Fantasia, and Phillip Phillips have achieved some success. Non winners, like 
Jennifer Hudson, Katharine McPhee, Chris Daughtry, and Adam Lambert, have also achieved success, even 
more than the winner of their season. No other competition show, The Voice included, has produced a star 
even close to the level of Idol. How many winners of The Voice can you name compared to Idol? 
And so, Idol ended its fifteen-year run much like its other seasons—cheesy and predictable, yet musically 
great.  

 

Reflection from a Departing Senior 
By Alexander Matuszewski 

 
As we seniors all too quickly approach our graduation, we are determined to make the most of our 

last few days. We have had many memorable moments, such as the ski trip a few months ago and most 
recently our very rewarding retreat. I think I speak for every senior when I say that these four years really did 
go by too fast, and after all, with the exception of a few, most of us still look and act like we belong in 
freshman year.  

All joking aside, Cathedral has been our second home for four years, be it in countless hours spent on 
the court or in the gym, practicing for forensics or studying in the media center, “There’s no place we’d 
rather be.” And so with heavy hearts and enriched minds we seniors begin to bid adieu to Cathedral 
Preparatory School and Seminary, and say hello to the new adventure awaiting us. 
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Fallout New Vegas: Same Mechanics, New World 
By Manuel Pamposa 

 
Fallout is a critically acclaimed series known for its RPG-styled elements and immersive 

environment, coupled with unique characters along the way. Fallout New Vegas, on the other hand, harkens 
back to the original series mixed with the old mythos and familiar faces for hardcore Fallout fans who 
played the originals. Lock and load, you’re in for a treat. 
 

Premise: Fallout New Vegas follows the story from Fallout 2, the Chosen One may have saved the 
day, but it’s not all sunshine and rainbows. Welcome to the Mojave Wasteland, a cruel and open world that 
is much harsher than the Capitol Wasteland. In the middle of this is the conflict between the New California 
Republic, or the NCR, and Caesar’s Legion, a bunch of slaveholding Roman wannabes over the Hoover 
Dam. You are a courier who works for the Mojave express, but today’s job may have been your last. Shot in 
the head and left for dead, a robot finds you and it’s up to you, the courier, to find your assailant and also 
find out the importance of a platinum chip. 
 

Gameplay: New Vegas springboards off of Fallout 3’s gameplay, but at the same time you have 
proper ADS (aim down sights). The RPG element is strong with this one. Your choices and personality 
matter to who you are and you decide whether you are the hero the Mojave deserves, or just another raider 
who wants to kill and pillage whatever he wants. Also, there is the status system. There are factions and 
locations in the game that determine who you are from the generous Followers of the Apocalypse to the 
villainous Powder Gangers and drug addicted Fiends that plague the wasteland. The Karma system is back 
also. The status system is also a hit; if you are idolized or liked, you get cool gear in a faction safe house. But 
since this is your story, you make your own enemies and villains, so be careful who you tick off.  
 

Design: Like all other Fallout games, it has a retro-futuristic design mixed with the apocalypse, 
telling a story of a long forgotten world. The Mojave Wasteland is no different.  
 

Pros: This game is pretty much Fallout 3 but much better and diverse, complete with factions that 
have a moral grey aspect to them (NCR and Legion) and consequences that will lead to the undoing of 
characters. It makes the player feel relevant. The writing has got to be one of the best in years, too. Factions 
make you question who you are and which side you pick. 
 

Cons: While the game is fantastic in every way, New Vegas has the worst lag in Fallout history! It 
happens every hour and also freezes. Glitches also ruin the immersion into the game. Another disappointing 
fact is that there is no post-game ending, that means you have to finish all the quests before you participate in 
the battle of Hoover Dam. Obsidian is known for its unusual mistakes. Also, there are re-textured parts of 
different levels from Fallout 3.  
 

Verdict: Fallout New Vegas is a game chock full with detail, story, and heart, despite being rushed in 
the process. Don’t let the lag hold you back; this is a story worth telling. This 
review has been sponsored by Vault-tec. “ Revolutionizing safety for an uncertain future”  For 
more information, call 1-888-482-858832. 
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The Passion of the Christ and Our Hearts 
By Matthew Panico 

  
There have been many films created that try and represent the Catholic faith and Christ. But no film 

does this better than The Passion Of the Christ by Mel Gibson. This movie truly conveys a sense of faith and 
love in Christ that we all have, or at least should have. Mel Gibson makes the film truly special by making 
the language in Latin, Aramaic, and Hebrew, and by showing the brutality that Jesus has to face. We truly 
see Jesus at his most damaged. While watching this film you can almost feel the pain that Jesus felt when 
being condemned to the cross. It gives you a better connection to Christ and to your faith. Your faith grows 
even brighter because of this movie. The imagery of this film displays how life is truly a balance between 
good and evil, Christ and Satan, through the eyes of Jesus himself. The movie conveys the true meaning of 
faith and what it means to truly love God and Christ. If you haven't seen this movie already I highly 
recommend it. It is an enjoyable, emotional film that teaches you about your own faith.  

 

 
Memories of Kitchen Nightmares  

By Paulo Salazar 
 
Ever wondered what it would be like to own a restaurant? Imagine it. What type of food would you 

serve? Greek? Italian? Spanish? Now that you have your cuisine in order, imagine if that restaurant were to 
struggle terribly. Who would you call? Not Emeril Lagasse, but executive chef Gordon Ramsay! Who 
wouldn’t want a hot-headed Brit swearing at how badly one would manage a restaurant? If you are looking 
for a show like this, Kitchen Nightmares is the show for you. Chef Gordon Ramsay travels across the US in 
search of struggling restaurants. When he finds a struggling restaurant, he attempts to change the owner’s 
ways of managing a restaurant. Often times the owner would simply be lazy or just naive in managing a 
restaurant. Many times Gordon can help them change, but few owners cannot due to pride and ego. In the 
process of changing the restaurant Gordon redecorates the restaurant, changes and simplifies the menus, and 
brings talented chefs who can help bring a spark back into the struggling kitchen. This show is truly like no 
other. Sadly, Kitchen Nightmares was cancelled after a long prosperous career. It can still be found on 
Netflix, Hulu, and repeats on TV. 
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LOVE GURU 
  

Prom is coming up and I want to ask this girl out to 
prom. How should I ask her? 
 
Now there are many different ways for you to ask a 
girl to prom. You could go the plain way and ask her to 
prom in person, or make a poster that says, “Will you 
go to prom with me?” However, you should always go 
big whether it be spray painting, “Will you go to prom 
with me?” on the lockers, or go running into the gym 
in that cupid costume that you still have from 
Valentine’s Day, and have the question written on the 
diaper. It is always worth the detention and she can 
never refuse 99% of the time.  
 
Please Note: This is the last column from our present Love Guru. 
We apologize for the past year. A new Love Guru will be named 
shortly.Ed. 
 

Brancale’s World By David Brancale 


